
AP STUDIO ART 2D SUMMER WORK 2018-19      Due on the first day of school        Mrs. Mound 
 
An integral part of a successful AP Portfolio begins with solid original ideas and comprehensive 
research.  Your first graded project assignments for the fall semester 2018 will be extensive 
photographic research and 6 portfolio quality artworks*.  All Projects will be worth 60% of 
your final grade in the course. 
 
1-4. Create 4 works from the prompt below.  
The entry point for summer work revolves around the ideas of Earth, Air, Fire, Water and Ether. 
We are made of all these elements. These are forces as well as elements. They are all essential 
to life. Can these elements inform the ideas you already hold? Can you use them as the root of 
media or of the idea? Work needs to move beyond literal interpretation. 
The pieces you make can be representational or conceptual or a combination. You may link 
your ideas to create a cohesive body of work with concept that moves through more than one 
media application. Take risks and do work that you believe in and is true to you. 
Summer artwork is the start of a new body of work. 
Media- Good quality paper, illustration board or canvas using media of choice; color and/or 
black & white.  This work should be no smaller than 12 x 14 inches.  You choose the 
size/format shape.       
 
5. A creative narrative self-portrait. No heads or faces.  
This will deal with introspection; tell a story or emotion; use a very unique angle or point of 
view, unique color choices, surface treatment, etc.  
Media- Good quality paper, illustration board or canvas using color media of choice. 
This work should be no smaller than 16 x 20 inches.  You choose the size/format shape. 
 
6. 1 zoomed in, expressive drawing or painting in color of an organic object from life  
(example- plant, fruit/vegetable, shell)  
Start by sketching the object from life observation. Use a cardboard rectangle viewfinder to 
isolate an interesting part of your sketch and enlarge it for the final composition. The final 
work should be magnified by at least 7 times the original size of the object. Include interesting 
negative space.   
Media- Good quality paper or canvas using color media of choice. 
This work should be no smaller than 12 x 14 inches.  You choose the size/format shape. 
 
7. You are also required to take 100 photos this summer. Please photograph things, people, 
places that are visually interesting. Consider design principles such as unity/variety, repetition, 
rhythm, contrast, figure/ground relationships. I am not interested in snap shot type images. 
These photos will help you to see things from a 2D design point of view and may be used 
throughout the year as possible resource materials. Keep these in a digital file. I will be checking 
this collection along with your other summer work. 
 
*All artwork must be ready to display for critique. Presentation is important. Think like an 
artist; not a student. 



How can you make the work speak visually? Truly engaging artwork is not literal, obvious or 
predictable. All things and life exists in some context, in space. No floating figures, heads, no all 
eyelevel 2D artwork. All work must show attention to spatial considerations; point of view, 
compositional space and depth and distance, eye level, physical space of the imagery. 
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Sketchbook expectations… studio notes are required for each piece you do. 
As you are in a flow with your work, you will need to understand how to do studio notes, 
document research, process and reflection. They will be part of the grade for each piece you 
do. They become an important part of every artist’s practice. They are expected for every piece 
and body of work. 
Your sketchbook is also a mobile studio, studio on the go. The mobile studio is a place for 
process, experimentation and visual play with materials as well as writings etc. It is an extension 
of you. 
 
Important things to consider: 
AP Studio Art is a college course.  College courses require outside work and sometimes outside 
expense as well.  There is no written College Board exam in this course.  There is, however, 
submission of a 24 piece portfolio – both in actual pieces and digitally.  It is imperative that all 
work be from original reference taken directly by the student.  Plagiarism is grounds for a 
student’s portfolio being rejected by AP Central.  This would result in a zero in the course. 
 

**Everyone MUST submit a 24-piece portfolio at the end of the year whether 
you decide to send it for the AP Exam or not. Not submitting is not an option. 
 

Make sure the above assignments are completed and turned in by the due dates listed above.  
When you arrive in class in September, you will already have a working grade in the course.  
Start strong!  It is my goal that everyone in the class earn a 5 on their portfolio!   
 
**More information on the portfolio and the requirements for achieving a fantastic score 
coming soon. 
 
If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact me at lmound@htps.us.  I am online 
every day checking emails; I will get back to you the same day you send me a question. 
 
Spend your summer thinking about and making fabulous art!  Take great pictures with the idea 
of making great portfolio pieces!  Most of all - have fun!   
 
I look forward to a wonderful and productive year with all of you! 
 
 
Mrs. Mound  
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